
STRANDED MARINE ANIMALS



On average fifty marine animals are
stranded or washed up on the South
African coastline each year. Sadly
the number of animals being
reported as stranded is on the
increase.

What is a Stranded Animal?
A marine animal is considered
stranded when it is unable to return
to its natural habitat on its own or
without assistance. Animals that
strand may be alive or dead, and
they can strand in groups (mass
stranding) or as single individuals.

Why Do Animals Strand
Marine animals have been recorded
to have stranded since the 14th
century. The reason for this
phenomenon is unknown but there
are a number of possible causes.

For example:
general trauma
starvation
disease and
parasite infestations
harmful algal blooms (red tide)
exposure to pollution (oil)
injuries caused by ship strikes,
entanglements with nets and
navigational errors.

Strandings may also occur after
stormy weather or very rough seas
which force animals ashore.

Animals that you are likely to find
In South Africa there are a number
of common marine animals that
strand along our beaches. They
include dolphins and whales, seals,
turtles, sea birds and whale sharks.



Bottlenose dolphins at uShaka Sea World were
born in captivity. Experts at Sea World provide
rehabilitation facilities for injured wild sea
animals.

STEP 1
Approach cautiously
A sudden approach may startle any
animal that is still alive, causing
stress to the animal and risk to you.
Remember that these animals are
not only wild, but under an incredible
amount of stress and as a result
they may act aggressively by biting
or delivering an accidental smack
with their tail.

STEP 2
Gather important information
i. Identification and description of
 animal;
ii. Number of animals involved;
iii. Condition of the animal: alive, 

dead or injured;
iv. Exact location of the strandings

and possible directions;
v. Name and telephone number of

a contact person at the stranding
site;

vi. Date and time of your
observations.

STEP 3
Notify local authorities immediately
Call the local authorities as soon as
you have gathered this information
(see contact list). The speed of
response by a professional rescue
team is the most crucial factor in

determining whether or not the
animal can be rescued or placed
back into the sea.

STEP 4
Stay with the animal
Once the animal has been reported,
wait at the scene for help to arrive.
It is important to keep members of
the public and their pets at bay to
prevent any further stress to the
animal.

HOW TO CARE FOR A
STRANDED ANIMAL

The care and rescue of stranded
animals is very specialized, the key
is to prevent any further injury and
keep the animal comfortable
by minimizing handling and
disturbance.



A whale can have 2 blowholes. These are its
nose on the top of its head.

A dolphin has one blowhole.

DO
Keep everyone present as quiet
as possible and be sure all pets
remain far away, especially dogs.
Put someone in charge controlling
the crowd and onlookers.
keep numbers of people to a
minimum.
It is important to keep the animal
upright so no stress is placed on
certain organs. This can be done
by digging holes for the flippers
and tail.
Be careful when working around
the tail and mouth. Dolphins do
bite, and their tail can deliver a
nasty whack.
The animal can be kept cool by
filling the holes dug out for fins
and tail with water.
In the case of whales, be careful
where volunteers are positioned,

as a wave could possibly roll the
animal onto you.
overheat ing can a lso be
prevented by erecting a shade or
cover over the animal, otherwise
cover it with a towel that can be
constantly moistened. The towel
should never be placed over eyes,
fins, tail or blowhole.

DO NOT
Do not try and cool the animal
by pouring water down the
blowhole. This will cause the
animal to drown!
Do not attempt to move the animal
as irreparable damage can be
caused if not done with proper
equipment.
Do not apply any oil-based cream
such as sun block to the animal’s
skin.



Whale shark – Rhincodon typus

Humpback whale – Megaptera novaeangliae

Southern right whale – Eubalaena australis

Common dolphin – Delphinus delphis

Striped dolphin – Stenella coeruleoalba

Bottlenose dolphin – Tursiops trancatus

Humpback dolphin – Sousa chinensis

WHALES AND DOLPHINS



Cape fur seal in a colony in the Cape Subantarctic fur seal

DO
Keep everyone present as quiet
as possible and be sure all pets
remain far away, especially dogs.
Put someone in charge of
control l ing the crowd and
onlookers. - keep the number of
people to a minimum to allow
these animals to rest and recover
in peace

DO NOT
Do not attempt to catch these
animals as they can be extremely
aggressive and inflict a nasty bite.
They also harbor a variety of
parasites, bacteria, viruses and
fungi, which can be transferred to
humans.
Do not try to keep the animal
warm by covering it with towels.
It has a fur and blubber layer
which is very effective in retaining
body heat, and any extra layers
that are added may be detrimental
by causing overheating.
Do not attempt to feed the animal
as feeding may cause more
damage than good by choking,
or result in a hand being bitten.
Do not take the animal home.
Young seal pups require intensive
specialist care.

Not all seals and sea lions
that are found on the beach
are sick, they often come
ashore to rest after a good
meal or tiring swim and they
may even bring their young
onto land for a short period
while the mother is hunting
for food.



Subantarctic fur seal – Arctocephalus tropicalis South African (Cape) fur seal – Arctocephalus pusillus

Loggerhead turtle –
Caretta caretta

Hawksbill turtle -
Eretmochelys imbricate

Leatherback turtle -
Dermochelys coriacea

Green turtle
Chelonia mydas



DO
Keep everyone present as quiet
as possible and be sure all pets
remain far away, especially dogs.
Put someone in charge of
control l ing the crowd and
onlookers. - keep the numbers of
people to a minimum.
Keep loud noises, bright light and
abrupt movements to a minimum.

DO NOT
Do not attempt to move it before
the rescue team arrives.  Marine
tur t les are not  general ly
aggressive, but they are capable
of delivering a nasty bite.
Never place a turtle on its back
as this can cause pressure on its
lungs from the internal organs.
Do not transport any turtle, this
is illegal.

Loggerhead and leatherback
turtles nest on the beaches
of Maputaland from October
to January. The hatchlings
may be found emerging from
January to March. Do not
disturb them. Green and
hawksbill turtles do not nest
on our beaches.

Loggerhead turtle nesting. Leatherback turtle nesting

Loggerhead turtle hatchlings



DO
Keep everyone present as quiet
as possible and be sure all pets
remain far away, especially dogs.
Keep loud noises and abrupt
movements to a minimum.
Place birds in a well ventilated
box in a quiet area and wait for
authorities to collect animal
Penguins can be taken to
Seaworld in a well ventilated box.
Sea birds other than penguins
can be taken to CROW for
rehabilitation in a well ventilated
box

DO NOT
If the bird appears to be severely
injured, do not attempt to move
the animal. Wait for the rescue
team to arrive.
Sea birds can deliver a nasty bite.
Do not place the bird in water.
Do not attempt to feed the bird
or give it water.
Do not wet or cover the bird.

African Penguin at uShaka Marine World. A Cape Gannet.

African Penguins and Cape
Gannets are not resident
along the KZN coast, but they
do migrate here during the
sardine run and are often
found injured or exhausted
on the beach.



Kelp gull - Larus dominicanus African Penguin – Spheniscus demersus





ORGANISATION

EZEMVELO KZN WILDLIFE

SEA WORLD

KZN SHARKS BOARD

CROW

CONTACT DETAILS

031 2741150 - OH

083 380 6298 (24hr)

031 328 8222 – OH

031 328 8060 – AH (Public

Holidays & Weekends)

031 566 0400

031 462 1127

STRANDED ANIMALS

All marine animals

Dolphins, whales, seals,

penguins, turtles,

whale sharks

Whale & dolphin

entanglements in nets

Sea birds


